
 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS FOR THE JUSTICE SYSTEM OF GUATEMALA 

As of the last months of 2016 and during the first months of 2017, the Congress of the Republic of 
Guatemala has been discussing Legislative Proposal number 5179 which aims to amend the 
Constitution of the Republic of Guatemala, which has governed since 1985. 

 The main purpose of the reform of Guatemala’s Constitution is to strengthen the rule of law and to 
promote the enforcement of justice nationwide. Currently, while all of the involved parties are aware 
of the need to reform the Guatemalan justice system, the discussion process for the approval of the 
constitutional reforms has created an ideological confrontation and an extended polarization among 
groups supporting the reforms and those who do not.  

Legislative Proposal number 5179 has been driven by the Executive branch of Guatemala which seeks 
to modify and incorporate the following subjects:  

a) The incorporation of indigenous authorities to exercise jurisdictional functions in accordance 
with their own regulations, procedures, uses and customs.  

b) The clarification that the function of a judge or a court member is not compatible with any other 
administrative or management position while exercising its judicial function; and the 
clarification that the function of a judge is not compatible with taking office at a union or entity 
that manages public resources or state property. 

c) The incorporation of a Judicial Council as an administrative, financial, and direction body for the 
Judicial System of Guatemala. Said body, according to the proposal, shall be responsible for 
strengthening the system of Justice and the formulation, management and implementation of 
modernization policies.  

The constitutional reforms will continue to be discussed in the middle of the ideological controversy, 
until the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala agrees on approving or dismissing the above 
described matters; with the subsequent amendments proposed by other members of the Congress.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us for additional information on this matter 
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